292                  tCbe life of (Boetbe
impetuosity. The letter of the loth of May is an-imperish able monument which the Duke erected to his own an< Goethe's honour, and must have its place in every biography of Goethe.
"Herr Geheimer Rat: Your letter of the 24th of Apri was duly received. In it you tell me your opinion wit! all the uprightness which I should expect of so sterling a man as you. You demand your dismissal from the service because, as you say, you can no longer sit in a collegium o which Doctor Goethe is a member. As a matter of fact thi should not be a sufficient reason to bring you to such, t decision. If Doctor Goethe were a man of doubtful char acter, every one would approve your decision; but Goeth is upright, his heart is extraordinarily good and tendei I am not the only person pleased with him; men of grea insight congratulate me on the possession of such a man His mental capacity and genius are known. You yoursel will understand, that such a man would not endure th tedious and mechanical labour of working up from th bottom in a Council of State. Not to employ a man c genius in the place where he can make use of his extra ordinary talents is to abuse him; I hope you are as convince-of the truthfulness of this statement as I am. Touchin the point, that by this means many meritorious peopl who had some title to this position were set aside, I kno^ of no one in my service who aspired to it; secondly, I sha never bestow a position which stands in such immediat relation to me personally, and to the weal and woe of m subjects, on the basis of seniority; I shall be guided only b my confidence in the man. As for the judgment of th world, which would disapprove of my putting Doctc Goethe in my most important collegium without his havin been either a magistrate, professor, councillor on the Boar of Domains, or councillor on the Government Board, th does not affect my judgment in the least; the world judge according to its prejudices, but I, as well as every other ma who wishes to do his duty, do not work for fame, but that may be able to justify myself before God and my crw